
Sony Laser Light Source Projector Brightens 
the Visitor Experience at FDNY’s Fire Zone.  

“We are hoping to save lives. The FDNY is going to show you everything you need to learn 
about fi re safety education and make sure you have a plan to get out in case of a fi re.” 

That’s how Jean O’Shea, Executive Director, FDNY Foundation, describes the primary 
mission of the Fire Zone, an interactive learning center located in mid-town Manhattan.

The WORLD’S FIRST 
3LCD LASER projector.

ADVERTORIAL

SONY® VPL-FHZ55 

Helping to get this message across to the 
thousands of Fire Zone visitors each year 
is a variety of hands-on exhibits and 
multimedia presentations. To keep the 
guest experience as immersive and dynamic 
as possible, The FDNY Foundation realized 
it needed to do a comprehensive upgrade 
of the display and presentations technology 
throughout the facility. 

That renovation is currently underway, with 
the Fire Zone’s centerpiece exhibit already 
outfi tted with Sony’s state-of-the-art laser 
light source projector, the VPL-FHZ55 model.

Chosen for its image quality, brightness, 
cost-e�  ciency and nearly maintenance 
free operation, the 4,000 lumens 3LCD 
Projector VPL-FHZ55 made a positive impact.

The projector is installed in the Fire Zone’s 
main theater, aimed toward a screen that 
is actually at the top of the fi rehouse door. 
This location is the fi rst part of the visitor’s 
experience. The lights go down and the 
door appears to open, but it’s actually a 
video of a fi re truck leaving to respond to 
a call. From there, visitors are taken on a 
simulated ride on the fi re truck through 
the streets of New York City, and when 
they arrive at the fi re is when the video 
stops, the actual door opens and they 
enter the theater.

The Sony VPL-FHZ55 laser projector is 
delivering the perfect sense of realism 
needed for the exhibit as the visitors 
begin their journey through the Fire Zone.
“The projector is great,” she said. “The 
fi refi ghters using it say it is really wonderful 
and clear. Visitors are seeing things that 
they never saw before on the screen!”

The VPL-FHZ55 projector is playing a 
critical role in helping the Fire Zone achieve 
its goals. “This new technology will allow 
us to better inform the public about the 
FDNY, as well as provide education about 
fi re and life safety,” said O’Shea.

While the guests are seeing the benefi ts 
of the Sony laser projector, the technology 
is also providing a behind-the-scenes 
operational advantage for the Fire Zone. 

“This is really the start of ‘Fire Zone 2.0,’” 
said Glenn Polly of VideoSonic, the systems 
integrator working with the Fire Zone on 
the upgrade. “This projector delivers much 
higher quality. It literally changes everything. 
The Sony FH30 series (on which the  
VPL-FHZ55 is based) was amazing to begin 
with, but now having the lamp replaced 
by a laser light source just moves things 
several steps ahead.”

The FDNY Fire Zone is part of the FDNY 
Foundation, a not-for-profi t organization, 
and keeping an eye on the budget is 
critical – another reason the VPL-FHZ55 is 
a fi t for the facility.

The projector eliminates many of the issues 
associated with conventional lamp-based 
projection, and offers virtually 
maintenance-free operation for an 
expected 20,000 hours of light source life.

“You can easily fi gure out the maintenance 
cost-savings by not having to replace 
lamps over the long run,” said Polly. “For 
example, the average projector lamp needs 
to be replaced about every 2000 hours. 
The Fire Zone is open 10 hours a days, 
7-days-a-week, so basically, you’d end up 
changing lamps every six months at a cost 
of around $400 to $500 per lamp. This 
VPL-FHZ55 projector can deliver up to 
20,000 hours of light source life, so the 
benefi ts are clear.”

It’s not just the cost of replacement lamps.

“Changing lamps involves training the 
teams who work there, and it interrupts 
shows that can be done while they are 
changing lamps,” he said. “The projector is 
also in a spot that’s not easily accessible, 
above the fi re truck; about 18 to 20 feet in 
the air, so fewer ladder climbs are easier on 
the overall operation.”

The VPL-FHZ55 is the newest Sony projector 
to be installed at the Fire Zone, and if all 
goes according to plan, it won’t be the 
last as the organization is considering the 
possibilities of deploying more of the laser 
light source systems.

“They went from old technology to the fi rst 
generation of a new age of laser projection,” 
Polly said, “taking the Fire Zone light years 
ahead of what they had. And the quality 
improvement was immediately noticeable.”


